
The 1940 Census – At a Computer Near You! 
© Betty R. Darnell, bettyd0150@att.net, 2012 

 
Census Day 

 “Census day” in 1940 was April 1. Respondents were to list the household as it existed on April 1, 1940. Since 
the census is sealed for 72 years, opening day should have been April 1, 2012; but April 1 this year was on Sunday, 
so opening day is Monday, April 2. The good news is that the census will be available free to anyone on with 
Internet access, at www.archives.gov; the bad news is that an index won’t be available for several months. 
 Counties were divided into “Enumeration Districts” (EDs). The ED consists of two parts, a prefix number 
assigned to each county (usually alphabetical), and a district number within the county. In 1940, some of the larger 
cities have their own prefix number. 
 Links to helpful sites are at the Louisville Free Public Library site, www.lfpl.org; click on “Internet 
Links,” scroll down to “Genealogy,” and click on “Census.” 
 
 

The Archives Site 
At http://1940census.archives.gov: 
Descriptions & maps of Enumeration Districts (EDs): search by street name & cross-streets 
Instructions to enumerators 
A list of symbols and explanatory notes  
1940 city directories at the National Archives 
 

Steve Morse Site 
At http://stevemorse.org/census: 
A tutorial quiz, a series of questions to direct you to tools to help determine census location for your ancestors 
Maps showing census tracts 
Convert street address to E.D. (larger cities) 
Convert 1930 ED to 1940 ED 
List of streets in each ED 
ED for smaller towns and cities 
Changed street names 
 

No Index! Now What? 
1. List where your family members lived in 1940, from the 1930 census (if they haven’t moved), or a 1941 city 

directory (giving 1940 addresses), birth, marriage, and death certificates, Social Security applications, 
employment records; school and church records, local newspapers, family letters, World War II draft records. 
Use Google Maps to locate cross-streets, in cities. 

2. At the National Archives site, enter the information to find the “Enumeration District” (ED). 
3. Use the census maps to narrow your results (pan and zoom). 
4. Enter the ED number. 
5. Browse the images one-by-one. 
 

Indexing Projects 
FamilySearch.org – free site 
Ancestry.com – images and index free through 2013  
MyHeritage.com – go to ED, browse images  
FamilyLink.com – go to ED, browse images 
 
 

On the National Archives Site 
A blank 1940 census form 
A printable 1940 census template 
A fillable online 1940 census form 
Descriptions & maps of Enumeration Districts (EDs): search by street name & cross-streets 
A list of questions asked on the 1940 census. The supplemental schedule asked other questions about the names on 

lines 14 and 29 on each page 
A list of symbols and explanatory notes  
 



 
What Questions Were Asked? 

Value of home, or monthly rental if rented 
Name of each person whose usual place of residence on April 1, 1940 was in this household, including persons 

temporarily absent from the household. Enter X after name of person furnishing information 
Relationship to head of household 
Highest grade of school completed (to see if education level affected employment in the current recession) 
Place of birth: If foreign born, country in which birthplace was situated on Jan. 1, 1937 (the borders of Europe were 

changing) 
Residence on April 1, 1935, for a person who lived in a different place (to see how migratory the population was due 

to the recession and the Great Dust Bowl of the 1930s) 
Employment status for those 14 years old and over 
Income in 1939 
 
Supplemental questions, asked of the names on lines 14 and 29 on each page: 
Place of birth of father and mother 
Veteran of US military forces, or wife, widow, or under 18-year-old child of veteran 
Have a social security number? Deductions made from wages or salary 
Usual occupation, usual industry (to see if the recession caused people to work at jobs other than what they were 

trained for) 
For women who have been married: married more than once? Age at first marriage; number of children ever born 
 
Some questions were considered for the census but were rejected; for example, Do you own a Bible?; Are you over 

six foot tall?; What is your hair color?; Do you own a burial plot?; How many dogs do you have?1 
 

 
We Need YOU! 

In December 2011, Archives.com, FamilySearch International, and findmypast.com, joined forces to launch the 
1940 US Census Community Project, to engage online volunteers to publish an every name index to the 1940 US 
Census, as soon as possible after the release date. Once the project is completed, the index and images will be 
accessible to every for free, forever! Indexes will go online as soon as each state is completed. We’re hoping that 
Kentucky will be one of the first. That’s where YOU come in – 
 
To volunteer, go to https://www.the1940census.com. Fill out the pledge, with your state (Kentucky!) preference. 
Click on “Get Started” in the upper toolbar and follow the directions for downloading your free indexing software 
from Family Search. You will be prompted to create an account if you do not already have one.  
 
Send an email with your name and login id (not your password) to the Kentucky Historical Society, at 
khsrefdesk@ky.gov, to be added to the group of Kentucky indexers. 
 
Once you’ve downloaded the indexing software, click on the FamilySearchIndexing icon on your computer screen 
and log in. You’ll see a list indexing projects. An image of the record will appear at the top of the computer screen; 
you enter the information required in the spaces provided. A “batch” usually takes less than 30 minutes. You can 
designate how many batches you want to work on. There are lots of helps on the site, indexing.familysearch.org, 
including training tutorials and specific instructions for each project.  
 
 

You’re Not Alone! 
Every name you index is indexed by another person and checked by an arbitrator. These names are then published 
and available to search online. There are lots of helps on the site. 

                                                           
1 “Getting Ready for the 1940 Census,” Stephen P. Morse, Association of Professional Genealogists Quarterly, 

December 2011 
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