
Genealogy Day at the Library 
Program Schedule and Description 

Saturday, Aug. 27, 2016 
Louisville Free Public Library 

 
 
9:30 – 9:45  Welcome, introductory remarks, and announcements* 
 
 
9:45 – 10:30 Louisville and its Place in 18th and 19th Century Westward Expansion, 

Tom Owen, Archivist and Louisville Metro Councilman  
(Auditorium – South Wing) 

    

    
10:30 – 10:45 Break: Enjoy browsing the book collection and meeting new friends! 
 
 
10:45 – 12:00 Introduction to Genealogy Research, Joe Hardesty, MLS, PLCGS, 

Kentucky History and Genealogy Librarian, LFPL  
(KHR Area – Second floor) 
 

Program Description: New and experienced genealogists alike will learn 
the fundamentals necessary for making family history research fun and 
rewarding. 
 
German Research 101 - Getting Across the Pond, Joanne Pry Howard 
(Centennial Room – Basement) 

 

Program Description: Ms. Howard will describe basic research methods 
and valuable (and FREE!) online websites to trace your German ancestry. 
 
 

12:00 – 1:30 Lunch / Research Time! – A number of restaurants ($-$$) can be found 
within easy walking distance of the Library—head north on 4th St. or east 
on Broadway. Please, no food or drink allowed in the Library! Not hungry? 
Dig into your family history on the Second Floor, North Wing! 

 

 

 

 
1:30 – 2:30 Burial Customs of 19th and 20th Century America, Philip DiBlasi, Staff 

Archaeologist, University of Louisville  



(KHR Area – Second Floor) 
 

Program Description: In this seminar, University of Louisville 
archeologist Phil DiBlasi will explore how funeral and burial customs such 
as the use of undertakers, death notices, headstone inscriptions, and 
burial practices have changed over time.  

 
 

“Stuff” is Still a Good Technical Term: Using & Preserving Family 
Documents & Photographs, Lynne Hollingsworth  
(Computer Learning Center – Second Floor) 
 

Program Description: This workshop is designed to instruct basic 
preservation ideas and conservation techniques to the non-archival public. 
Topics such as the handling of fragile materials, the identification and 
dating of images, and the ways to capture information from family records 
without damaging the originals will be discussed. 
 

 
Reading German Protestant Church Records, Joanne Pry Howard 
(Centennial Room – Basement) 

 

Program Description: Ms. Howard will give a tutorial on reading and 
translating schrift, the old German script in which many early Protestant 
church records were written. An explanation will be given regarding what 
information can be found in Baptism, Confirmation, and marriage and 
death records.  
 

 
2:30 – 2:45 Break: continue browsing the book collection, make family connections, or 

get a library card! 
   

 

2:45 - 3:45 Embattled Capital: Frankfort Kentucky in the Civil War, James 
Prichard  
(KHR Area – Second floor)  

 

Program Description: The Civil War was particularly hard for 
Kentuckians. Political, economic, and social alliances were hardened 
while others were shattered. Learn how your ancestors were affected 
during this turbulent time in history. 
 
 “Never Lost, But Bewildered for Three Days”: How Maps Could Have 
Helped Daniel Boone and Do Assist Researchers, Lynne Hollingsworth 

(Computer Learning Center – Second Floor) 
 

Program Description: This workshop will include a wide range of historic 
Kentucky maps and discuss their use to researchers in finding ancestors 
without becoming “bewildered.” 

 
  



The Big House Becomes a School House, Juanita White and LaVerne 
Dunning  
(Centennial Room – Basement) 
 

Program Description: 
Documentation in the form of property deeds, probate, and federal census 
records will be used to describe the property currently known as Simmons 
College of Kentucky—the 107th historically black college in America. Little-
known facts about the property, its owners, and people who worked the 
grounds long before the site became an institution of higher learning will 
be discussed.  
 
 

 
3:45 – 4:00 Break: browse the circulating book collections, visit the check-out desk, or 

catch up with old friends. 
    
 
4:00 Roundtable Sharing of Genealogical Tips and Success Stories 

(Centennial Room – Basement) 
    

 
 
 

*Program Notes 
 

 As with all programs held at your library, Genealogy Day is FREE. No registration 
is required. 

 

 Kentucky Public Library staff may earn as many as five (5) Contact Hours toward 
KDLA certification! 

 

 Directions: We are located at 301 York Street, Louisville, KY 40203, one block 
south of Broadway between Third Street and Fourth Street.  
 

 Parking – Ample parking can be found in lots on Third Street or at meters that 
ring the library. Note: parking is NOT free on Saturdays. 

 

 Out-of-town attendees wanting to see and do more in Louisville may make 
overnight reservations by visiting the Louisville Convention and Visitors Bureau 
(www.gotolouisville.com) or call 1-888-LOUISVILLE. 

http://www.lfpl.org/branches/main.htm
http://www.gotolouisville.com/

