
This exhibit explores the rich history of the Peace 
Corps through the lives of Louisvillians who have 
served.  This is their story....
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50 Years of Peace Corps

The idea for the Peace Corps began October 14, 
1960 with a 2 a.m. impromptu presidential cam-
paign speech by then-Senator John F. Kennedy.  
Addressing 5,000 students at the University of 
Michigan, Kennedy challenged them to con-
tribute two years of their lives to help people in 
countries of the developing world. 

Within weeks of his inauguration, on March 1, 
1961, President Kennedy signed Executive 
Order 10924, establishing the Peace Corps on 
a temporary pilot basis. R. Sargent Shriver was 
appointed by President Kennedy to be the Peace 
Corps’	 first	 director.	 During	 his	 tenure,	 from	
March 1961 to February 1966, Shriver devel-
oped programs in 55 countries with more than 
14,500 volunteers. 

The Peace Corps’ mission has three simple goals: 

Helping the people of interested countries in 1. 
meeting their need for trained men and women. 

H2. elping promote a better understanding of 
Americans on the part of the peoples served. 

H3. elping promote a better understanding of 
other peoples on the part of Americans. 

On March 1, 2011, the Peace Corps commemo-
rates 50 years of promoting peace and friend-
ship around the world.  This exhibit explores 
the rich history of the Peace Corps through the 
stories, photos, and memories of Louisvillians 
who have served.  The service of these volunteers 
spans	five	decades	 in	 countries	 all	 around	 the	
globe.



Five	Decades	of	Service

Rice plantation, Guyana.

Group I Peace Corps trainees.

Sargent Shriver addressing the Colombia I group 
during training at Rutgers University.

1960s
In	June	of	1961,	the	first	group	of	Peace	Corps	
volunteers,	Tanganyika	I	(present	day	Tanzania)	
and	Colombia	I,	begin	training	for	service.		The	
agency received nearly 11,000 completed ap-
plications	in	the	first	few	months	of	operation.	

The	first	group	of	51	Peace	Corps	volunteers,	
Ghana	 I,	 arrives	 in	Accra	 to	 serve	as	 teachers	
(August	30,	1961).		Columbia	I	begins	service	
later that year.  Among them is Louisville 
resident Mike Wilson. 

December	1961	-	more	 than	500	Peace	Corps	
volunteers are serving in nine host countries: 
Chile,	 Colombia,	 Ghana,	 India,	 Nigeria,	 the	
Philippines,	St.	Lucia,	Tanzania,	and	Pakistan.	
An additional 200 Americans are in training in 
the United States.

1962 sees programs started in 28 additional  host 
countries:	Afghanistan,	Belize,	Bolivia,	Brazil,	
Cameroon,	Cote	 d’Ivoire,	Cyprus,	Dominican	
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Hon-
duras,	Iran,	Jamaica,	Liberia,	Malaysia,	Nepal,	
Niger,	Peru,	Sierra	Leone,	Somalia,	Sri	Lanka,	
Senegal, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, and 
Venezuela.	As	of	June	30,	1962,	2,816	volun-
teers	are	in	the	field.	

By June of 1966, the number of volunteers has 
grown to 15,000. This remains the highest number 
of	Peace	Corps	Volunteers	serving	in	the	field	at	
one time. 

Lillian Carter, the mother of President Jimmy 
Carter, departs for Peace Corps service at the 
age	of	68	as	a	public	health	volunteer	in	India.	
(September	1966)



Five	Decades	of	Service

First group to serve in Hungary, 1990s.

Louisville’s own Muhammad Ali was appointed in 
1980 by President Jimmy Carter to serve on the 
Peace Corps Advisory Council.

Peace Corps volunteer in Afghanistan.

Louisville volunteer Mike Wilson (2nd from left), 
with Peace Corps director Loret Miller Ruppe,
celebrating the 25th Anniversary in Washington DC.

1970s
Carolyn Robertson Payton is appointed Peace 
Corps	Director	by	President	Jimmy	Carter.	She	
is	the	first	female	and	the	first	African	American	
to	be	Peace	Corps	Director.	(October	1977)

In	1979,	 the	Peace	Corps	was	 forced	 to	close	
its post in Afghanistan. The Peace Corps en-
tered Afghanistan in 1962 and 1,652 Volunteers 
served in the country until the program ended. 

1980s
The	longest-serving	Peace	Corps	Director,	
Loret Miller Ruppe, signs a Memorandum of 
Understanding to establish the Small Project 
Assistance	(SPA)	program.	Since	then,	the	SPA	
program has supported small, community-ini-
tiated grants and has facilitated technical assis-
tance and training activities. Today, SPA funds 
activities in over 40 Peace Corps posts.

By September 1985, months before the agency’s 
25th anniversary, there are more women entering 
service	than	men,	a	first	in	the	agency’s	history.	

1990s
1990	 sees	 the	 first	 Peace	Corps	 volunteers	 to	
serve in Central and Eastern Europe.  The groups 
depart	for	Hungary,	Poland,	the	Czech	Republic,	
and the Slovak Republic. 

In	 June	 1993,	 the	 first	 group	 of	 volunteers	 to	
serve as English teachers in China arrive in 
country. 

In	December	1995,	Peace	Corps	sends	three	vol-
unteers to Antigua to rebuild homes damaged by 
Hurricane Luis. This pilot program is now called 
Peace Corps Response and provides short-term 
humanitarian service to countries worldwide. 



Five	Decades	of	Service

Live, learn, and work 
with a community overseas.

Be a Volunteer.

peacecorps.gov

See yourself in someone else.

Permaculture gardening lessons for orphans and 
vulnerable children at Nkodibe High School in 
Mtubatuba, South Africa .

Peace Corps assists during Hurricane Katrina.

Reading Dr. Seuss in Transylvania.In 1995, Peace Corps volunteers in Romania 
and	local	teachers	create	the	first	Camp	GLOW	
(Girls	Leading	Our	World)	to	address	the	unique	
societal and health issues young women face. 
Today, volunteers in over 60 posts worldwide 
are empowering and educating young women 
through this program.

March 1, 1996, on the 35th	anniversary,	nearly	7,000	
volunteers are serving in 94 developing countries. 

Following	apartheid,	the	first	group	of	33	Peace	
Corps volunteers arrive in South Africa. 

2000s
For the first time, volunteers are deployed 
domestically when Peace Corps Response assists 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s 
relief operations in the Gulf Coast region 
following Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 

After the 1994 genocide, Peace Corps returns 
to Rwanda where volunteers begin working in 
secondary	education	and	HIV/AIDS	education	
and	prevention.	(January	2009)

2010s
Peace Corps re-opens three historic programs 
in	Colombia,	Indonesia,	and	Sierra	Leone	and	
surpasses the 200,000 mark in total Americans 
who have served overseas with the Peace Corps. 

On March 1, 2011, Peace Corps commemorates 
50 years of promoting world peace and friendship 
by honoring the 50th anniversary of President John 
F. Kennedy’s signing of Executive Order 10924, 
formally establishing the Peace Corps.



South America

Volunteers have the opportunity to experience 
the rich cultural and linguistic heritage that is 
increasingly relevant to life back in the United 
States, and make any one of these South American 
nations a challenging and rewarding country of 
service.

Volunteers in South America help people ad-
dress needs in the areas of education, business, 
the environment, and health.

LouisviLLe voLunteers
in south AmericA:

Michael	Wilson	-	Colombia	I,	1961-63

Rose	Grenough-Nett	-	Colombia,	1962-64

Carol	Walton	-	Guyana	I,	1966-68

Amanda Fuller &
 Justin Mog - Paraguay, 2005-08

Columbia	I	digging	a	well	for	a	school.		The	well	is	still	in	use	today.

One	of	Louisvillian	Rose	Grenough-Nett’s	Health	Education	groups,	
Columbia 1962-64.

Louisvillian Carol Walton begins her service in Guyana to a warm welcome.

Amanda	Fuller’s	Paraguayan	neighbor	Neni,	starts	watermelon	seeds	
in sour orange rinds. “These giant oranges were everywhere and un-
derutilized	-	what	a	brilliant	idea!”



Michael Wilson
Colombia 1961-63

Colombia was the first country in the world to 
invite the newly founded Peace Corps to work 
with its peoples, and the first South American 
nation to receive volunteers.  Mike Wilson, a 
member of Columbia I, or “Grupo Uno,” began 
training in May 1961 at Rutgers University, and 

arrived in Bogota, Colombia later that year.

In just two years, Colombia I had built
44 schools (with another 55 underway),

 finished 29 rural roads (with 53 more under 
construction), completed 27 aqueducts, built 

4 health centers, and established latrine 
programs in 13 areas with the assistance of 

villagers (well over 1,000 latrines in all). 



Rose Grenough-Nett
Colombia 1962-64

After majoring in Spanish and teaching high school 
for a year, I realized my language skills could be put 
to good use in the Peace Corps. My group arrived 
in Colombia in 1962, where we assisted local physi-
cians and health care workers to teach basic health, 
nutrition, and hygiene.  I worked in a health center 
that served a number of villages in the area. There I 
assisted doctors with vaccination programs, and did 

some informal teaching of English to the youth. 

The experience of interacting with so many different 
people from different backgrouns, was enriching and 

life-broadening in so many ways.  

It also led to a chance meeting at the airport with Robert Kennedy (top). 



Amanda Fuller
& Justin Mog

Paraguay 2005-08

We served in Paraguay, working with small farmers to 
increase food production while fostering environmental 
conservation practices. We promoted sesame as a cash 
crop alternative to pesticide-intensive cotton. The sign 
(bottom) says “Sesame is to Sell and Eat” - because un-
like cotton, if the market fails, a family still has food to 

feed themselves. 

We also grew our own Loofah sponges. They grow on 
a vine that created a lovely screen on our front porch. 

Loofahs are great for bathing and washing dishes. In Paraguay, some people 
make slippers out of them!

Seed banks (far left) are a great way to help farmers obtain affordable seeds. 
Farmers can borrow seeds to grow a crop and thus produce more seed. Then 

the farmer can replace the original amout to the seed bank.



Carol Walton
Guyana I, 1966-68

We arrived in Guyana in August of 1966, just after the 
country gained its independence from Great Britain.  
Guyana was a beautiful country with a close bond to 
the Caribbean Islands - sharing  languages, music, and 
style.  Though it lacked the clear blue water and sandy 
beaches, the steel drum bands (bottom right) sounded 

the same and the people were just as and friendly.  

The Peace Corps volunteers in Guyana 
worked mostly as teachers and architects.  
I taught English, math, and art history at 
a secondary school in Sisters Village - a 
village that grew up next to a large sugar 
plantation.  Seeta Kissoon Singh (middle) 

was my favorite student.

A Hindu wedding (bottom left).



Central America
and the Caribbean

Volunteers have the opportunity to experience 
the rich cultural heritage and geographic diversity 
of Central America and the Caribbean.

Volunteers in this region help local people address 
needs in the areas of education, business, the 
environment, and health. 

LouisviLLe voLunteers 
in centrAL AmericA
& the cAribbeAn:

Kathy Heil Hoover - Costa Rica, 1989-92

Jamie	Kamin	-	Dominican	Republic,	1994-96

Allison	Lutch	-	Belize,	1996-98

Kathy Heil Hoover entertains a group of kids in Costa Rica, 1991.

Peace	Corps	volunteer	Allison	Lutch	in	Belize,	circa	1996.	

Graduation from training for a group of Peace Corps Environmental 
Education Volunteers before being sent out to start their 2 year service.  
Louisvillian	 Jamie	Kamin	 (second	 from	 the	 right)	 served	outside	of	
Hato	Mayor,	Dominican	Republic	from	1994-96.		

The	man	in	the	sunglasses	on	the	right	is	Joe	Acaba,	the	first	Returned	
Peace Corps Volunteer to become an astronaut.  Currently he is sched-
uled	 for	 a	 six-month	 tour	 aboard	 the	 International	 Space	 Station	 in	
April 2012. 

Peace	Corps	volunteer	with	students	in	Jamaica,	1972.	



Jamie Kamin
Dominican Republic 1994-96

My group of Environmental Education Volunteers  - seen 
above teaching a game on fruits & vegetables (I’m third from 
left) - served in the Dominican Republic, in a rural citrus 
plantation community outside of a small town called Hato 
Mayor. I worked in an elementary school helping teachers 
create teaching materials and creating lessons plans around 
environmental issues using the    example of a tree nursery 
since we were in a citrus plantation community. 

The Dominicans are very warm sharing people.  When I 
walked through my community I had to stop by each home 
to chat briefly and every doña would ask me to come in for a 
meal or at least a small, very strong cup of coffee with more 

cane sugar than coffee in it.  A walk from one end of our com-
munity to the other could take hours due to the socializing 
that was required.  

But my favorite part of Dominican society is that even though 
there is not consistent electricity in most places, there are still 
radios blaring out Merengue and Bachata at all hours and 
that everyone danced with everyone; the young with the old, 
families, co-workers, friends and lovers.  They may not have 
running water, electricity, nor much money for food, but they 
would put on outfits to go visiting and walk from home to 
home to talk and dance late into the evening by the light of 
our gas lamps. 



Kathy Heil Hoover
Costa Rica 1989-92

I was in Costa Rica from October 1989 until January 1992 
working as a physical therapist in Rehabilitation Education.
My site was initially a small squater’s barrio just on the edge 
of San Jose, Costa Rica.  I soon found myself spending alot of 
time in Tres Rios, Cartago working at a home for abandoned, 

severely handicapped children, so I moved there. 

Because of my degree, the Peace Corps kept me close to the 
larger rehabilitation programs, but I managed to break free as 

often as possible to work in more rural communities. I 
travelled around the country assisting other volunteers with 

their disabled people and gave classes in the health and care of people 
with disabilities.  I would teach parents and caregivers exercises, help 
them build simple equipment for seating, teach kids to walk, and give 

local teachers ideas to stimulate the kids.



Allison Lutch
Belize, 1996-98

I was in Pueblo Viejo, Belize, one of the more remote 
villages in the most remote district of Belize.  During the 
rainy season, we were practically cut off from the rest of 
the country by flooded rivers that crossed the unpaved 
Southern Highway.  
 
While there, I worked traveling from village to village 
as a teacher trainer alongside two Belizean counterparts.  
I also worked with women’s groups in those villages, 
helping them with marketing their traditional crafts to 
sell to tourists.  I lived in a thatch hut with a dirt floor and 

cooked my food over an open fire.  No latrines in my village!  Drinking water 
was ported from a pump, and bathing and washing took place in the river 
that ran past my house.  Though I can not admit to liking that I had to live 
alongside deadly snakes and panthers, I do think of those two years as some 
of the most exciting and interesting . . . and enjoyable . . . times in my life.



Africa

Peace Corps volunteers respond to various needs 
that impact Africa’s development. These include 
the	 importance	 of	 HIV/AIDS	 prevention	 and	
education, girls’ education, the increasing pres-
sures of environmental degradation, advances 
in	information	technology,	and	the	democratiza-
tion process that some countries are committed 
to supporting.

Peace Corps has continued to develop a strong 
partnership with the people of Africa. Volun-
teers currently work in the areas of education, 
health	 and	HIV/AIDS,	 business	 development,	
agriculture, and the environment.

LouisviLLe voLunteers
in AfricA:

Harold	Freeman	-	Ethiopia	(Eritrea),	1965-67	

Judy Lippmann - Morocco, 1966-68

Shannon Fauver - Morocco, 1994-96

Robert Heil - Mali, 1996-98 

Jessica Koehler - Burkina Faso, 2002-04

Rebecca Ford - South Africa, 2008-10

Women making mud bricks in Mali. 

Band of musicians, Morocco.

Shannon	Fauver	at	the	Hassan	II	Mosque	in	Casablanca,	Morocco.	

In	Mali,	coffee	is	often	offered	when	greeting	visitors.



Rebecca Ford
South Africa 2008-10

While serving in South Africa, I worked with 
the organization Mpilonhle, a mobile health 
and computer unit that provides nurses, social 
workers, mobile computer units and computer 
teachers, health educators and HIV/AIDS test-
ing and counseling to rural secondary schools 
in the Umkhanyakude District of KwaZulu-
Natal South Africa, including Silethukukhanya 

High School (left).

One Sight, an international NGO, brought 
optometrists from all over the world to Mtubatuba, 
South Africa to give free eye exams and free 

prescription glasses to almost 15,000 people.
 



Shannon Fauver
Morocco, 1997-99



Judy Lippmann
Morocco, 1966-68

TAKING THE BUS 
To see the country and to visit fellow Peace Corps Volunteers in their towns, I used to take 
the bus to different sites all over Morocco when I had free weekends.  This became one of my 
favorite adventures.  You have to understand first, when I went to Morocco as a 20-year-old, I 
thought people on the African continent would be so different from me – I could hardly wait to 
discover this new world (a word more about this later*).  Well, buses were something I knew 
well from getting around my hometown of Detroit, Michigan, so I thought they’d probably be 
about the same in Morocco – they looked similar on the outside – er, except on top.

The top of the buses going from town to town were covered with bags, sacks of produce, 
bicycles, other things, and live chickens and goats!  Going to or from town to sell or buy (or 
visit) meant carrying everything on top of the bus so crowds of people could fit inside.  When I 
got on my first ‘to town’ bus, I saw seats of only men up at the front.  But near the back, there 
were no seats – just mats on the floor covered with women and children, many having lunch, 
talking away, laughing, playing, little ones sleeping.  Strangers freely offered me their food 
and a tiny spot to squinch down to sit with them.  Everyone seemed perfectly at home in the 
boisterous racket of the rumbling onward bus, and the noise continued till the eating was done 
and more folks dozed off.

Looking out of the windows, though, was a treat I could never forego.  The Moroccan coun-
tryside was gorgeous and fascinating.  We’d pass brilliant fields of red poppies and others of 
yellow flowers I didn’t recognize, on the way to Fez and Meknes in the middle of the country.  
Down south, the barren dry landscape occasionally included goats up in trees – they loved 
to eat the leaves and nuts of the argan trees, valuable for their oil.  And baked dry riverbeds 
further south towards the Sahara Desert sometimes bloomed in the scorching heat with pink 
and white oleander, and children were selling chunks of amethyst-colored quartz and asking 
for candy on the roadside in the middle of nowhere.  Also down south, one could almost miss 
clay/mud/sand dwellings built into the hillsides of red earth – everything the same color.  In-
side the country, the High Atlas Mountains held onto their snowy caps even in summer while 
the bus would groan, climbing the narrow rutty roads, passing shepherds with goats and sheep 
along the way.  Several hours down from the mountains landed one on the beach of the Atlan-

tic Ocean.  And in all towns and villages were the markets – foods and fresh vegetables and 
fruits, spices, mint tea and kefta and water vendors, wares spread out on the ground or in stalls 
depending on whether or not it was ‘market day”.

Coming home in the dark on the bus from the town or village I visited to my town was another 
experience.  With the bus top mounded high again with goods from town, noise came from 
above and from within.  Eventually though, things became quiet.  As our dark bus streamed 
its headlight beams through the black brilliant-starry night onto the long two-lane road with 
almost no traffic, a voice would occasionally call to the driver to stop here.  The bus would 
stop in the middle of nowhere with no lights or markings at all.  Then an entire family would 
dismount, collect all their items from the top of the bus, and walk off into the unmarked dark 
land, still with no light visible anywhere, not even in the distance.  I was in awe of how people 
knew where to stop, and always wondered how far they had to walk with their load, if they 
ever got lost, did they sleep there in the night and then walk on in the morning?  Some of my 
questions never got answered.  They became part of the adventurous and enticing mystique of 
taking the bus.

People so different from me?  The two years I spent getting to know people in Morocco whom 
I worked with or lived near or met otherwise changed my life, and made me treasure diversity.  
For all our outer differences, we all laughed the same, and were curious about each other’s 
ways and beliefs.  We worried about many of the same issues.  We all responded to courtesy 
and kindness, wanted respect, to talk and share.  We wanted enough to eat and for shelter.  We 
wanted to learn and teach each other, to have fun, to love and be loved.  We were so much the 
same.  The bit shock of my time in Morocco was how alike we all are, how we feel the same 
emotions over the same events, even though we have different ways and beliefs.  We are one 
human family.  Over the 43 years since I lived in Morocco, I have treasured this discovery I 
learned from People there; it has been reinforced over and over again ever since.  I went to 
“give” as a Peace Corps volunteer.  I received a lifetime of expanded awareness and perspec-
tive from them, for which I am so grateful.  The more we walk “outside of our neighborhood,” 
the more we are at home in the world.  We are on human family.



Robert Heil
Mali, 1996-98



Gary Liebert
Zaire (present-day Congo), 1980-82

I served in Zaire as an ESL (English as a Sec-
ond Language) teacher in a small town called 
Bolenge, situated along the Congo River.  The 
river gave the rhythm of life.  We woke up and 
went to bed with the rising and setting of the 

sun on the river. We bathed in it everyday.
And the river was the best way to travel.   The 
sheer size of Zaire and poor infrastructure 

made it difficult to get around on land.   Just to 
get to another town by road could take a week. 
Though there were 300 other Peace Corps vol-
unteers in Zaire at that time, I rarely saw them.  



Europe and Central Asia

Asia	and	Pacific	Islands

Louisvillian Pat Wernert plays kickball with a group of children at a 
leper colony in the Philippines, 1965.

Above, Martha McCoy and other Peace Corps volunteers join in the 
dance on the island of Samoa, 1968.

A local friend shows a volunteer how to prepare a 
popular Turkmenistan dish.

Volunteers in Eastern Europe and Central Asia 
work to strengthen local communities’ abilities 
to address needs in education, health, business, 
agriculture, and the environment. Volunteers 
promote civic responsibility, and help to create 
a better understanding of Americans in nations 
long isolated from democracy.

LouisviLLe voLunteers in
AsiA & the PAcific isLAnds:

Pat Wernert - Philippines, 1964-66

Terry	&	Martha	McCoy	-	Western	Samoa,	1967-69

Carolyn	&	Ken	Wilson	-	India,	1968-70



Terry & Martha
McCoy

Western Samoa, 1967-69

In 1967 we graduated from college, were married, 
and joined the Peace Corps in the span of just a few 
months.  In October, 1967, we went to San Francisco 
for staging (top), then to Molokai, Hawaii for three 
months of training.  We arrived in Samoa at the be-
ginning of ‘68 and spent the next two years working 

and teaching in Apia, the capital city.  

We shared a flat with a Samoan teacher, Ruta 
Fiti, and had friends from New Zealand, 
Britain, Australia and Samoa who were col-
leagues at work.  Some of those friendships 
have lasted over all these years.  Ruta visited 

Louisville last year.

It was indeed a life-changing experience.



Bill Spurlock
Vanuatu, 1995-97

As a Peace Corps volunteer in the Republic of Vanuatu,
I served as technology advisor to the Office of the Prime Minister.  

I worked full time alongside a local counterpart, reviewing 
proposals, advising on projects, and surveying  infrastructure for 

technology enhancements.
 

I also installed and configured many local area networks (LANs) 
and connected several of them together to provide intra- and internet 
email for the Prime Minister’s Office, the National Planning Office, 
the National Statistics Office, the Department of Finance, and the 
Customs Department.  This internet email capability was a first for 

the Government of Vanuatu and was made possible by funding from the 
United Nations Development Programme based in Fiji.  Having email 
greatly increased communications between the government and outside 
entities such as international donor organizations and other government 

counterparts.  It was my most useful achievement as a volunteer.




