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Nelson Daniel Goodwin was called “the grandfather of Newburg’s oral 

history” by the Courier Journal.  President of the Petersburg Historical Society, Mr. 

Goodwin traced his heritage in the Petersburg area to 1790. He was a successful 

landscape gardener owning his own business that he ran from his home in Petersburg. 

His passion that began at the age of four was the history of Petersburg, now known 

as Newburg. Mr. Goodwin collected letters, maps, photographs, and other items 

that illustrated life in Petersburg, but oral history told from generation to generation 

was his favorite method of capturing history. 

The following piece is a personal narrative by Mr. Goodwin June 15, 1988 

titled “Lest We Forget” that depicts his search for evidence to support the oral 

tradition he had heard since childhood.

An oral history of the Newburg community provided by its long time and 

respected resident Nelson Goodwin provides readers with a fascinating and realistic 

glimpse of what life was like for most local residents in the 20th Century. An 

interview with Nelson Goodwin was conducted by Ken Chumbley of the University 

of Louisville Archives and Records Center in January of 1979.

You may read the transcript of the full interview or enjoy listening to it at 

the University of Louisville Libraries’ Digital Collection website or by with the 

following link:

http://digital.library.louisville.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/
afamoh&CISOPTR=115&REC=7

Nelson Goodwin
Newburg's  Historian















The devotion and determination of Eliza Tevis and the gratitude of John 
Hundley are well documented history of the Newburg community. General reference 
articles such as the ones that you will find in this section are perhaps the best way 
to get a quick, “snapshot” look at the extensive history of Newburg. 

Encyclopedia of Louisville entry on Newburg•	

Encyclopedia of Louisville entry on the Wet Woods•	

A Place In Time: the Story of Louisville’s Neighborhoods •	

The Kentucky Explorer•	

Louisville Courier Journal  article on The Legend of Eliza Tevis •	

A section of Dr. J. Blaine Hudson’s presentation to Riv•	 erside: The 
Farnsley-Moremen Landing on October 12, 1997.  Blaine Hudson 
is a professor of Pan-African studies and Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at the University of Louisville. He is also a well 
respected historian in Louisville, KY.

Snapshots of Newburg

























The following will of John Hundley was probated in Jefferson County on 
November 1, 1830 and can be found in Will Book 2, page 415. On the first page 
of his will, it states “That all the negroes who may have been fifteen years in my 
service from the time of their purchase be immediately set free…”  John Hundley 
was a wealthy Louisville plantation owner who developed smallpox in 1819. Eliza 
Tevis was the only person who would go near him, and she nursed him back to 
health. For this thoughtfulness, she was freed after John Hundley’s death either by 
him or his brother, Thomas.

We have included the will of Henry Tevis. While we don’t know when he 
died, his last Will and Testament was probated on October 4, 1869, naming his 
“beloved wife” Elizabeth. After being freed Eliza Tevis settled in Petersburg and 
married Henry Tevis, a freed slave, in 1843. Though married to Henry Tevis, a 
marriage agreement was signed putting all her property in trust.

Will of John Hundley•	

Will of Henry Tevis, husband of Elizabeth Tevis•	

Last Will & Testaments
of John Hundley and Eliza Tevis





















Newspaper articles such as those found in this section provide more details 
of on the Newburg community, as well as documents the “collective memory” of a 
community.  Articles from the Louisville Times and the Louisville Courier Journal 
range from 1952 to 2008. They embrace day-to-day life in the community relating to 
Newburg and Petersburg history, urban renewal, the incorporation and dissolution 
of a Newburg as a city, building of landmarks, neighborhood events, and personal 
connections with individuals of the area. 

These articles have been listed chronologically so that a feeling of living the 
history of Newburg can be not only read but felt.

Ur•	 ban Renewal is defined as the redevelopment or rehabilitation of 
real property in a city, usually as the result of a cooperative effort by 
private developers and local government. Newburg saw two stages 
of urban renewal over two decades.

In•	 corporation and dissolution of Newburg as a city (66)

F•	 orest Home Cemetery (67, 68, and 70, 73 can be moved up to have 
them together if you want)

In•	 dividuals of the community: Mr. Nelson Goodwin, Worden 
Dorsey, and Rev. William T. Shumake

R•	 angeland Elementary has 100% participation in the Louisville Free 
Public Library’s Summer Reading Program

Newburg Accounts
1950 - 2008













































 Photographs of the Newburg community belonging in the “public domain” 
are very rare. Nevertheless, we have found a few. Perhaps someone you know can 
be found in these historical photographs. These photographs were found at the 
Kentucky Historical Society, Digital Collection and the Louisville Courier Journal. 
Current photographs of the Forest Home Cemetery, also known as Petersburg-
Newburg Cemetery and the Kentucky Historical Marker were taken by Joe Hardesty, 
Kentucky History and Genealogy Librarian at the Louisville Free Public Library.

Joseph Zahner, 1915, Newburg Settlement•	

Ne•	 wburg Neighborhood Association meeting at Farmington, ca. 
1970’s

New•	 burg Days festival at Newburg-Petersburg Park, 1991

Photographs





















The maps of the Petersburg/Newburg community are arranged in chronological 
order.

(92) The first map is from 1858. In the upper right corner, the property of Henry and 
Lizzie Tevis is circled. Henry and Lizzie Tevis, freed slaves, were married On June 
17, 1843.    In February 1851, they purchased 40 acres of land in the Wet woods 
near John Hundley’s property.

(94) A look at the entire Two Mile House area which then included Petersburg can 
be found on the 1879 map.  A closer look at this map (95) shows the location of the 
property owned by Peter Laws whom Petersburg was named (underlined here).

(96) In the center of the map dated 1913 you will find a church and school in the 
center. This is believed to be the current site of Forest Home Cemetery, the burial 
place of Elizabeth Tevis.

(97) The Wet Woods were depicted in this Louisville Courier Journal article, June 
1941.  The Wet Woods were formed by the retreat of a Devonian-period glacier and 
is positioned on a large deposit of New Albany shale that is a highly erodible and 
impervious material that creates a watertight seal when it is wet.

(98 and 99)  Louisville East Quadrangle Topographic Maps, 1950 and 1982 shows 
the Newburg area in relation to other areas in Louisville. Circled you will find 
the current location of Forest Home Cemetery, Newburg Middle School, Newburg 
Community Center, and Newburg Library.

(100 and 101)  The maps have circled the street location and an aerial view of the 
Newburg Library location.

Maps























Demographic profiles provide another look at the make-up of a community. 
General characteristics of the population and race as well as social, economic and 
housing characteristics are described for the 40218 and 40219 zip codes making up 
the Newburg area.

(102)  In the upper right hand corner you will see the Population of the U.S. Census 
of 1870. The area that included Newburg was called Two-Mile House precinct, 
named for the closest stage coach house.

Population from U.S. Census of 1870 •	

2000 Census Demographic Profile for 40218•	

2000 Census Demographic Profile for 40219•	

Population History













The Newburg community sought a public library for decades. This section 
details the journey that brought the wishes of the community to fruition with the 
Newburg Branch of the Louisville Free Public Library.  The newest chapter in the 
history of Newburg captured in newspaper articles and a personal accounts.

V•	 arious Courier-Journal clippings related to the Newburg Library

Article in The NYC Voice written by Ms. Gloria Forte Allen•	

Greetings from the Newburgh Library in Newburgh, Fife, Scotland•	

the Newburg Library
News Articles





















































Newburgh Library  
& Laing Museum,  
Newburgh, Fife, Scotland 
Newburgh Library is one of 52 libraries in 
the County of Fife, Scotland.  Our main 
library is in Dunfermline, Fife - the world’s 
first Carnegie Library - which celebrated its 
125th birthday last year. 

Newburgh’s small and welcoming 
community library is located in the heart of 
the town, sharing the premises with the 
Laing Museum.  Situated in the High Street, 
the building was gifted to the town by local 
historian and benefactor, Alexander Laing.  

Laing had always been a fervent scholar 
and student of local and Scottish history 
and in 1860 he began a movement for the 
foundation of a Public Library. He 
bequeathed his own extensive library and 
antiquarian specimens to the town, and 
also a sum of £1220 for the erection of a 
building to house them.  

The library provides a range of books suitable for all ages and has a variety of information 
and reference resources. There are also two computers, providing the local community 
with free access to the internet. 

Children are very welcome and there are occasional storytimes and activities 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liz and Ishbel, along with all the other staff in Fife Libraries & Museums 

wish you good luck in your newest venture –  
the opening of Newburg Library. 

 
 

Liz Rosser & Ishbel Ancell



This electronic account of history touches on the rich past of the Newburg 
community.  From Eliza Tevis to Newburg today, the residents of this neighborhood 
are a proud, strong, and caring people. Celebrations and events that were held 
decades ago are still being attended to today and history continues to be made in 
Newburg.

  A print version of this account of the history of Newburg can also be found 
in a scrapbook at the Newburg Library.

More About Newburg




