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What is 
medieval?



Timeline of Medieval 
Englandca. 500: 

Beginning 

of Germanic 
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First 

Christian 
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789: 
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Viking 
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871-899: 
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Great

1066!!

1139-1154: 

“When 

Christ and 

all his 

saints 

slept”

1215: 

Magna 

Carta

1337: 

100 

Years’ 

War 

begins

1455:

Wars of the 

Roses Begin

1485: Battle 

of Bosworth 

Field



What is 
magic?















He kepte his pacient a 
ful greet deel in houres
by his magik natureel.
- G. Chaucer,

Canterbury Tales, 
General Prologue 416
[Composed ca. 1387–95]
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People came to Asclepius afflicted with 
nature’s sores, or with limbs wounded by 
gray bronze or a stone flung from afar, or 
with their frame racked by summer fever 
or by winter cold. Some he tended with 
gentle incantations. Others he tended with 
mild drugs: either they drank them, or he 
fastened them all around their limbs. 

- Pindar, Pythian



If you have a dislocation of any sort, it 
will be healed by this incantation. Take a 
green reed four or five feet long, split it 
down the middle, and have two men 
apply it to your hips. Begin the 
incantation, motas vaeta daries dardares
astataries dissunapiter, until they come 
together. Wave a knife over them. When 
they have met and are touching each 
other, take the reed in your hand and cut 
it short on both right and left sides. Bind 
the reed-pieces to your dislocation or 
fracture and it will heal. Even so, use the 
incantation on a daily basis. Or, for a 
dislocation, you can use this one: huat
haut haut istasis tarsis ardannabou
dannaustra.
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(I bind) Aristocydes and the women who show 
off to him. He is never to have sex with 
another woman or with a boy.

May Asclepius heal 
my wounded leg.

May he be seized so 
that you may render him 
without feeling, without 
memory. I commit to you
Silvanus, whom a womb 
bore, so that you may take 
him and restrain him. I commit 
him to you, so that you may render him dead.



But let us address those who,
in contempt for men, charm 
the souls of many of the 
living, by alleging that they 
charm the souls of the dead. 
They try to destroy root and 
branch individuals and entire 
houses for the sake of 
money. The court should 
punish one judged guilty of 
these things.



Eleatic visitor: Yes, for it is from 
ignorance that people find things 
strange. I myself have just had this 
experience. I suddenly failed to 
recognize, on seeing them, that group 
which devotes itself to the city’s affairs.

Young Socrates: Which group is that?

Eleatic visitor: The group which, of all 
sophists, contains the greatest 
sorcerers and most skilled in sorcery. 
This group must be distinguished from 
genuine statesmen and people of kingly 
stature, even though this is very 
difficult to do.



In the consulships of M. Pompilius Laenas and L. 

Calpurnius [139 B.C.], Cn. Cornelius Hispalus, the praetor 

for resident aliens, issued a decree ordering the 

Chaldeans to depart from the city and from Italy 

within ten days, because they were profiteering by 

fogging up weak and foolish minds with their lies and 

bogus readings of the stars. He also compelled the Jews 

who had been trying to corrupt Roman morality with 

their cult of Jupiter Sabazius to return home.



7 So Saul instructed his servants, “Find me a woman 
who is a medium, so that I may go to her and inquire 
of her.” His servants replied to him, “There is a 
woman who is a medium in Endor.”

8 So Saul disguised himself and left, accompanied by 
two of his men. They came to the woman at night and 
said, “Use your ritual pit to conjure up for me the one 
I tell you.”

9 But the woman said to him, “Look, you are aware of 
what Saul has done; he has removed the mediums and 
magicians from the land! Why are you trapping me so 
you can put me to death?” 10 But Saul swore an oath to 
her by the Lord, “As surely as the Lord lives, you will 
not incur guilt in this matter!” 11 The woman replied, 
“Who is it that I should bring up for you?” He said, 
“Bring up for me Samuel.”



And when Simon saw that through laying on of 
the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, 
he offered them money, saying, "Give me also 
this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he 
may receive the Holy Ghost." But Peter said 
unto him, "Thy money perish with thee, 
because thou hast thought that the gift of God 
may be purchased with money. Thou hast 
neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart 
is not right in the sight of God.
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No, it only looks
like a wafer! It’s 
actually a body, 
but it’s also still
a wafer. No, this 

isn’t 
cannibalism!

This dude is 
lost in the 

sauce!!

597 C.E.



I have determined that the temples of the idols 
ought not to be destroyed. For if those temples are 
well built, it is requisite that they be converted 
from the worship of the devils to the service of the 
true God; so that the nation, seeing that their 
temples are not destroyed, may the more familiarly 
resort to the same places to which they have been 
accustomed.

Further, since it has been their custom to slaughter 
oxen in sacrifice, they should receive some 
ceremony in exchange. Let them therefore, on the 
day of the dedication of their churches, or on the 
feast of the martyrs whose relics are preserved in 
them, build themselves huts around their one-time 
temples and celebrate the occasion with religious 
feasting. They will sacrifice and eat the animals not 
any more as an offering to the devil, but for the 
glory of God.





FOR ELF-SHOT

If a horse is elf-struck, take a knife of which the 
handle is horn from a tawny ox, and on which 
are three brass nails. Then inscribe a cross on 
the horse’s forehead until it bleed; next mark a 
cross on its back and on each of its limbs that 
you can hold on to. Then grasp the left ear, 
pierce it in silence. This you must do: take a 
stick, strike [the horse] on its back, then it will 
be well. And on the horn of the knife inscribe 
these words:

"Benedicite omnia opera douiini dominum." 

Be the elf who he may, this will suffice as a cure 
for him.



I’m leaving 
this place a 

terrible review 
on TripAdvisor!



If a woman pts her daughter on a roof or into 
an oven to cure a fever, she shall do penance 
for seven years. 



If any cleric or woman 
who practices magic 
misleads anyone by 
the magic, it is a 
monstrous sin, but [a 
sin that] can be 
expiated by penance.



And if wizards or warlocks, conjurors 
or prostitutes, murderers or perjurers 
be found anywhere in this land, they
are to be zealously expelled from the 
realm and the people cleansed, or they 
shall be entirely abolished from the 
earth, unless they cease and most 
sincerely repent.



O you demons, and all princes and 
every kind of demons, whom your guilt 
cast out from heaven on high, I adjure 
you and order you to obey my 
command and my precepts. Just as God 
commanded the Jordan and it stood 
still that the children of Israel might 
walk across without hindrance, so to I 
command you to obey my precepts day 
and night, at all hours and moments, 
[and be subject] to my precepts. Just as 
the Red Sea obeyed Moses and Aaron 
when it divided and presented a dry 
path for the children of Israel, so by
invocation of Our Lord Jesus Christ I 
command you to obey me without 
delay, without harm or deception to me 
or any living thing.

Oh my Gawd! 
The Saja Boys! I, 
like, totally love 

you guys!!





You were 

expecting 

someone 

else?



Geoffrey
of 
Monmout
h
ca. 1095-

ca. 1155

Why does it 
look like I have 
a jock strap on 

my head?









1135-1153



Historia 

regum 

Britanniae

ca. 1136





Myrddin 

Wylt/Myrd

din 

Sylvestris

ca. 590 





Nennius, 
Historia 
Brittonum
ca. 828 





Hey gurrrl! My 
name’s Microsoft. 
Can I crash at 
your place?



A little to the 
left…no, your 

other left!!

I hate 
wizards!!





Then shall follow a famine upon the people, 
and a grievous mortality upon the famine. 
But when this calamity shall be over, a 
detestable bird shall go to the valley of 
Galabes, and shall raise it to be a high 
mountain. Upon the top thereof it shall also 
plant an oak, and build its nest in its 
branches. Three eggs shall be produced in the 
nest, from whence shall come forth a fox, a 
wolf, and a bear. The fox shall devour her 
mother, and bear the head of an ass. In this 
monstrous form shall she frighten her 
brothers, and make them fly into Neustria. 
But they shall stir up the tusky boar, and 
returning in a fleet shall encounter with the 
fox who at the beginning of the fight shall 
feign herself dead, and move the boar to 
compassion. Then shall the boar approach 
her carcase, and standing over her, shall 
breathe upon her face and eyes. But she, not 
forgetting her cunning, shall bite his left foot, 
and pluck it off from his body.



Robert 

de 

Boron

Verse 

Merlin

ca. 1200







Get yer grails 
here! Finest grails 

in all the land! 
Grail sale going 

on now!



Do you like Star 
Wars? ‘Cause

Yoda one for me!









Next week:

Potions
Don’t be late, 
Potter!


