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« Everything is made up of @ Combihation Of four
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WITH THIS PHILOSOPHER'S
STONE I CAN TRANSMUTE
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The stone, indeed, is a wonder because it makes the old young and
the dead alive. Learn this, for if this stone is administered at the time
of the death-rattle in an amount equal to a grain of wheat soaked in
wine so that it passes through the throat, it revives him and, carried
to the heart, it heats and immediately expels and destroys the evil
humors, removes the poison, and gives life to the natural heat up to
the liver. And if an old man uses this in a small amount and adds
water of gold, it takes away all the illnesses of old age, so that they

will possess young men’s hearts and bodies. And so this stone is
called “the elixir of life.”

- Secretum secretorum



But fools, have not well
understood the sayings of
philosophers speaking
obscurely. And surely the
philosophers have done well,
because if they had expressed
it clearly they would have
acted evilly for many reasons:
First, because all would have
known it. Secondly, because

=De secretis naturae
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DeCKha men

« GOl (gold)

« Luha (silver)

» Womah preghant with girl (albedo)

« Venus (Copper)

« Six \ations (the plahets)

. Saturh (lead)

- Calamander/Blood of the Green Lion (the prima materia)
« Father (sulfur)

« Mars (Iron)

« King of the SixX hationhs (gold/sol)

« Jupiter (tin)

« Four Cpirits (arsenic, sulfur, mercury, $al ammoniacC)

- Chemical Wedding (the joining of male ahd female elements, i.e.
Ffire ahd air, Water ahd earth)
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DECKNAMEN FOR MERCURY
ARGENT VIVE
" AZOCH Couldn’t they
- BLOOD have just
DRAGON stuck with
FIERY WATER = Mereury?
FUGITIVE T
MILK .
PURE MOTHER
QUICKSILVER g R
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That’s Thrice-Great!
Not ‘once-great’ or
‘twice-great’!
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* True it is, without falsehood, certain and most true. That
which is above is like to that which is below, and that below is

like to that which is above, to accomplish the miracles of one
thing.

- And as all things were by a certain contemplation of one, so
all things arose from this one thing by a single act of
adaptation.

 The father thereof is the Sun, the mother the Moon.

 The wind carried it in its womb, the earth is the nurse
thereof.

It is the father of all works of wonder throughout the world.

- The power thereof is perfect.
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« TOOls anhd (zlassware (alembic,
thermometers, forceps, SCalpels)

- Methodologies
(Crystallization, CalCinationh,  filt
ration, and oxidation)

Purificatioh of Sulfuric,
HydrochloriC, and NitriC AcCids

Distillation of alcohol, ammonia,
arsenic, ahd potassium chloride

Pharmacology
Gcientific/Experimental Method
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Whoever should wanht to praCtiée this science
should have at hand disbursements for two
years at |least in order that, should he make a
mistake the first time, he may begin the work
again. Moreover, you should by ho meanhs
pracCtice this science under the authority of
ahy important person or prince, fOor mahy
reasons. First, because if the work is Of [ohg
duration, he will ask you daily: “Master, how is
it about the work?” And if he antiCipates
completion of the work, then will he say:
“Master, I could wish that you would teach
me.” If you say ho, he Wwill seize you. But if you
say Yes, whenh you have taught him he will
arrahge to Kill You SO that hO ohe may Khow



Spondent quas
“The Crime of Falsification

4

They dissimulate [their failure] so
that finally, though there is no such
thing in nature, they pretend to
make genuine gold and silver by a
sophistic transmutation; to such an
extent does their damned and
damnable temerity go that they
stamp upon the base metal the
characters of public money for
believing eyes, and it is only in this
way that they deceive the ignorant
populace as to the alchemic fire of
their furnace.
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NICIIOLAS fLAMMEL

His Fxpoﬁtxon of the Hiero-

glyphxmll Figures which he cauled |

| tobee painted vponan Arch in
8 Innocents ((burch-yard,
m P AR 1S,




There fell into my hands for the sum of two Florins, a gilded
book, very old and large; it was not of paper or parchment, as
other books be, but was only made of the delicate rinds of
tender young trees; the cover of it was of brass, well bound,
all engraved with letters or strange figures; and for my part
I think they might well be Greek or some such like ancient

language.



paka < f “ *‘ tf ,‘“( i Upon the first of its leaves was
HIREEETENT G written in great capital letters of
- S s 3 gold, ABRAHAM THE JEW
(Bieon /T2 GOl PRINCE, PRIEST, LEVITE,
i M B /S TRO!OGER, AND

PHILOSOPHER, TO THE
NATION OF THE JEWES, BY
" THE WRATH OF 6OD
b T DISPERSED AMONG THE
7 40\ / GAULS, SENDETH HEALTH.
/' A\ After this it was filled with

great execrations and curses
, (with this word MARANATHA,
zagat which was often repeated there)
S - , against every person that should
¥ ¥ 3? < W cast his eyes upon it, if he were
Ruacl (Mnainel Fabeicl not Sacrificer or Scribe.




He that sold me this book
knew not what it was worth,
no more than I when I bought
it; I believe it had been
stolen or taken from the
miserable Jews, or found hid
in some part of the ancient
place of their abode. Within
the book, on the second leaf,
he comforted his Nation,
counseling them to flee vices,
and above all Idolatry,
attending with sweet patience
the coming of the messiah.



My wife Perrenelle, whom I loved
as myself, and had lately married,
was much astonished at this,
comforting me, and earnestly
demanding, if se could by any
means deliver me from this
trouble. I could not possibly hold
my tongue, but told her all and
showed her this fair book,
whereof at the same instant she
saw it, she became as much
enamored as myself, taking
extreme pleasure as myself.



I resolved to myself to be painted
in the fourth arch of the
churchyard of the Innocents, as
you enter in the great gate in S
Denis street, and taking the way by
the right hand, the most true and
essential marks of the Art, yet
under Veils and Hierographical
Covertures [...] which may
represent two things, according to
the capacity and understanding of
them that behold them: first, the
mysteries of our future and
= Undoubted Resurrection on the day
AL aEl%  of judgment. And secondly, all the
Ity Ly Bl principal and necessary operations
' of the Mastery.
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