Alchemy, Alchemists,
and the Hunt for the
Philosophers’ Stone
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Principles of Alchemy
A Everything is made ufp of a combination of four
elements%earth, air, fire, water)
A These elements have specific characteristics

(fire=hot and dry, earth=cool and dry; air=hot and
moist; water=cool and moist)

A Mercury -Sulfur Theory of Metals: the belief that all
metals are made up of sulfur or mercury In
different ratios. émercury:cool and moist;
sulfur=hot and dry)
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WITH THIS PHILOSOPHER'S
STONE I CAN TRANSMUTE
ANY ELLEMENT INTO ANY

\




The stone, Indeed, is a wonder because it makes the old young and

the dead alive. Learn this, for if this stone is administered at the time

of the death -rattle in an amount equal to a grain of wheat soaked in

wine so that it passes through the throat, it revives him and, carried

to the heart, it heats and immediately expels and.destroys the evil

humors, removes the poison, and gives life to the natural heat up to

the liver. And if an old man uses this in a small amount and adds

water of gold, it takes away all the illnesses of old age, so that they

wi | | possess young menos hearts and
called othe elixiur of I i1 fe. o

- Secretum secretorum



But fools, have not well
understood the sayings of
philosophers speaking
obscurely. And  surely the
philosophers have done well,
because If they had expressed

it clearly they would have

acted evilly for many reasons:
First, because all would have
known it. Secondly, because

-De secretis naturae
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Decknamen

ASol (gold)

ALuna (silver)

AWoman pregnant with girl (albedo)

AVenus (copper)

ASix Nations (the planets)

ASaturn (lead)

A Salamander/Blood of the Green Lion (the prima materia)
AFather (sulfur)

AMars (lron)

AKing of the Six nations (gold/sol)

A Jupiter (tin)

A Four Spirits (arsenic, sulfur, mercury, sal ammoniac)

AChemical Wedding (the joining of male and female elements, i.e.
fire and air, water and earth)




lt‘:." ...,-'.I

- Decknamen _for Mercury_
- Argent  vive g o
Azoch 2. 2 SCONNNAGNAT |'s 'y
- Blood z Fave s

~ Dragon stuck with
L Fiery water - Mercury?
~ Fugitive
Milk e

Pure mother
Quicksilver ¥ 2
She dogi i &
SEulNE =




VR T h a tTrise-Great!
Not oOOomeat o or
Ot wigceat 0!

s
i
e an

ARG
s

£
¥
]
..'
PR

'u')_:‘./.

- -
P A




{

.\\’fﬂ\ul

e,

Iif:
L :
LT LR
A ’ _"; -.-
P N, . !
g X " 11
b ..

A

i

smegistus

- J =
¢ Bt
| W
@
¢ &
S
n)




7 za \w}x:c!(:'a ! 1';% v ltm alnn}

=]
Cum de RERVM NATVRA. cagitae, ac MENTIS aciom dsvrr, @
igatioem, lomuo gruaati fint: (Gb1G mthi vids fam cerare quia

| e :
smm.ﬂ:cp,;

§TORVAL HEPMETLS,

eNT QoD E%T SVPE
ERIVS, ST sxcvrcyoo \
P mcvm RET VNG, ET é‘lcvr OMMES/RES
REDITATIONE VNISSIC €
y , mcmsmmnoxs AT
_sougm:& g:tvs wm, PORIAVIT ILLV? VENTVS IN/

ﬁi 3 SPISSO] SVAVITE 0 INGENTO

Z M,lrg,mqmnascmn IN Tf.RRAM,&s_ o120y =\
'S\rprmo& W.&INFEPIORV ' 815 GLO TOTI, MVNP1! ID ~ _
RITTVDINIS FORFTTVD i FORTI 5N ’

QVIA VINCET /OMNEM pm SVBTILEM OMNEMQVE SOLIDAM Pmr:m/galr
HING ERVNE ADAPTAT IONES MIRABILES JQVARVM. MODVS ¢ HIC m ,rr '
ATVS SUM HEAMES ARISMEGISTVS, HABENS “TRESIPARTES PULOSOCHIE, G

er Lisgocn cw:fs: veed aiiff dar aller warfm/ft /2 o UNTLNI Gilt Inrb feon
soch 74 8
}B o0l el u.-rnc/: l.'anu ;

(‘/ 7 OB{:A lﬂm} iely u’v.'/u UNTERN: darreit rwore ki c'lmg g
f /GEND]A(.:F’_) [m{ Jeies wie ALLE D[x\‘(rE,Jul: EINEM DIN'GE ALLS N' f

ol (J-’Ilnh’,v EILIES EJV ENder o bes Z'k_l)f n‘_(o cu/{f

DING E,x{u/r-]vjc!yrf.urm wad Ve C o B orir137 Bz SO SONNE Iﬁ] ’

MV TER ; der WINQT Jiat _-;“«u ir# feinsens Bruteh: Scine ERNEFIR ERT
artfzen Weldt SET!

der UATER ALLER TOLLKOAT ENHELT dicfer,
Won ES Urr\vu ol Wirdl ir n,F DE S0 Jalfei da's En:i eich voutr, FEWET.
farofser befCheiderdheit uind g afbde. Eg t

thc uamﬂrc}i‘m oder vrufm or/z Lichisel salit
Zity L‘. DEN, l{?m’j]llff q}ﬁ /‘/I( 1\)71 _

MEL ,urnd vom HIMMEIL Weedey z /
releran. ALSO \\I&) TV HABEN 'iLz{ HERRLIGKEIT DER ZEN WELTDP)’MI ety \
* n/.["r ‘m.mﬁfu/l mn{ P (,cu/lt’lf f)'f‘“ lr Vol Ilj/‘i' STFRC}\F Jld me‘KES'TE /STER("KE b
by \W,J:,,.r//e,{ sidd elirchedvs ittgen alle Velfe . ALSOIST DIE WELT GESCHAFFE! y)q{)-’ch i
e mu;.] \ten/-n u!{'{;\L[ERLEP‘ W‘UNDI' R QeWuﬂ‘ﬁct \Vrjclyr Weg ¢ :Jl-'{z”::m A
w;r.'/ HLRA’\ES TRIS ME’.GBT}VJ} I:ﬂll"nf-{' dr ‘i f/ﬂ;;/ /4‘» /
:[ag hatie Von ders WERGKE der SONNEN 7

LlS:m PIMANDRO. :
A eviosre, ]é‘ﬂflﬁ iam awpnru fm&!nn— mdlfnbduu ROH S L

deve folet 1},, ‘l‘" ob f.xkuulﬂt"m Vel defation h?\m immmni 3 5:\<\\\\\ \
tadine corporis. qUI me EOMINT Ve ud i hiine medi damaret: Olnd =i,3 Meredin, ¢ 'lou&AVDlBE KINTVERIL dt‘f"]lrils’ﬁul,d \\\\
et qquDl\f EREaéq INTF_LLI&.;E.RE ipis TTim ega, Qvisnam cr,mquam 50w, inqu it [z, PIMANDER , MENS DIVINE. PO . A0
TENTI&, ac ti «& qtid wiis, [PSE. v:roEr[ \J\DUD Cinpio, mquia, RERVM NATVRAM DISCERE,DE.VA'\Q,COGNQ i
CERE .Ad hirg l||e TVA ME MENTE COMPLECTEP\E ET EGO TE INCVNCHS OFF\NS ERVD[MLC.“
it fovmam et VNIVERSA SVBRITO REVELAV(T. Sic 5 ci, f' : R

— - =

welk. b2 lff cr‘ju”d aﬁcr W f

JEIT dey pantzern
{E.XLCUR_IHS TRISM EG

If-c dixilsed, mat



ATrue it is, without falsehood, certain and most true. That
which 1s above is like to that which is below, and that below is
like to that which is above, to-accomplish the miracles of one
thing.

AAnNd as all things were by a certain contemplation of one, so
all things arose from this one thing by a single act of
adaptation.

AThe father thereafis the Sun. the mother the Moon.

AThe wind carried itin its womb, the earth is the nurse
thereof.

Alt is the father of all works of wonder throughout the world.

AThe power thereof is perfect.
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A Tools and Glassware (alembic,
thermometers, forceps, scalpels)

A Methodologies
(crystallization, calcination, filt

ration, and oxidation )

A Purification of Sulfuric,
Hydrochloric, and Nitric Acids

A Distillation of alcohol, ammonia,
arsenic, and potassium chloride

A Pharmacology
A Scientific/Experimental Method
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Whoever should want to practice trfis science
should have at hand disbursements for two
years at least in order that, should he make a
mistake the first time, he may begin the work
again. Moreover, you should by no means
practice this science under the authority of
any important person or prince, for many
reasons. First, because if the work is of long
duration, he will ask you daily:  dMaster, how is
it about the work? 6 And if he anticipates
completion of the work, then will he say:
oMaster, | could wish that you would teach
me.o If you say no, he will seize you. But if you
say yes, when you have taught him  he will
arranae to kill vou so that no one mav know



Spondent quas
“The Crime of Falsification

4

They dissimulate [their failure] so
that finally, though there is no such
thing in nature, they pretend to
make genuine gold and silver by a
sophistic transmutation; to such an
extent does their damned and
damnable temerity go that they
stamp upon the base metal the
characters of public money for
believing eyes, and it is only in this
way that they deceive the ignorant
populace as to the alchemic fire of
their furnace.
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NICIIOLAS fLAMMEL

His Fxpoﬁtxon of the Hiero-

glyphxmll Figures which he cauled |

| tobee painted vponan Arch in
8 Innocents ((burch-yard,
m P AR 1S,




There fell into my hands for the sum of two Florins, a gilded
book, very old and large; it was not of paper or parchment, as
other books be, but was only made of the delicate rinds of
tender young trees; the cover of it was of brass, well bound,
all engraved with letters or strange figures; and for my part

| think they might well be Greek or some such like ancient
language.



paka < f “ *‘ tf ,‘“( i Upon the first of its leaves was
HIREEETENT G written in great capital letters of
- S s 3 gold, ABRAHAM THE JEW
(Bieon /T2 GOl PRINCE, PRIEST, LEVITE,
i M B /S TRO!OGER, AND

PHILOSOPHER, TO THE
NATION OF THE JEWES, BY
" THE WRATH OF 6OD
b T DISPERSED AMONG THE
7 40\ / GAULS, SENDETH HEALTH.
/' A\ After this it was filled with

great execrations and curses
, (with this word MARANATHA,
zagat which was often repeated there)
S - , against every person that should
¥ ¥ 3? < W cast his eyes upon it, if he were
Ruacl (Mnainel Fabeicl not Sacrificer or Scribe.




He that sold me this book
knew not what it was worth,
no more than | when | bought
it; | believe It had been

stolen or taken from the
miserable Jews, or found hid
INn some part of the ancient
place of their abode. Within
the book, on the second leaf,
he comforted his Nation,
counseling them to flee vices,
and above all Idolatry
attending with sweet patience
the coming of the messiah.



My wife Perrenelle, whom I loved
as myself, and had lately married,
was much astonished at this,
comforting me, and earnestly
demanding, if se could by any
means deliver me from this
trouble. I could not possibly hold
my tongue, but told her all and
showed her this fair book,
whereof at the same instant she
saw it, she became as much
enamored as myself, taking
extreme pleasure as myself.



| resolved to myself to be painted

In the fourth arch of the

churchyard of the Innocents , as
you enter in the greatgatein S
Denis street , and taking the way by
the right hand, the most true and
essential marks of the Art , yet
under Veils and Hierographical
Covertures [ €] whi ch may
represent two things, according to
the capacity and understanding of
them that behold them: first, the

7= i Kol \ | mysteries of our future and

SRS undoubted Resurrection on the day

(‘Q 1%  of judgment. And secondly, all the
4 E ' principal and necessary operations
of the Mastery.
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