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1233: 1st laws 1542:

encouraging Witchcraft
conversion as becomes a felony
383: 1t
ca. 800 B.C.E. S remedy for
Circe Christian witchcraft. 1280: Witches
execution for start flying on
Witchcraft broomsticks
(Priscillian of
Avila)
668x690: 1 st
English bans on
Witchcraft
( Theodldbere 6 s 1486:
Ca.700 B.C.E.: poenitentialis ) Malleus
Exodus 22: 18 06Thou Malificarum
shalt not suffer a
witch to | i+ve.-0 1589:

17t c.: Witches
become associated
with pointed hats

1692: Salem
Witchcraft
Trials

1939:
Witches get
green skin

Wi tcheso

familiars

1560-1630:
Height of Witch
Trials



*weyk -(to choose,
separate, bend,
turn,

consecr§e,

ordain)

*Wik‘k' In T

wicca (male)
and wicce (femal
e)




Wizard
Wicked
Weak
Victim
Victory

Viga( Swedi sh oOto
Vigga (| cel andi c Ot
Weihnachten (Germ.
OChri st mas o)
Weihwasser ( Ger m. 0 HCc
Wat er 0)




If any cleric or woman

who practices magic
/

» ... misleads anyone by
Vthe magic; it is a

\ | monstrous sin, but [a a

sin that] can be
\\ expiated by penance.

- Penitential of
g Cummean(ca. 525)




1F @ womah performs digbolical
inCantations or divinations, she shall
do pehanhce for ohe Year or the
three forty-day periods, Or forty
days, according to the hature of the
offense. OFf this matter it is said in
the Cahoh: He who celebrates
auguries, omens from birds, or
dreams, Or ahy diVihations according
t0 the custom of the heathen, or
introduces such people into his

ou put you houses, ih seeking out ahy triCk of
_right hand the magiCians — when these beCcome
in, you take penitents, if they belong to the
L our right Clergy they shall be Cast out; but if
—— they are secular persons they shall
do penahce for five years.
Q@ - Ay
Q- - Penitential of Theodore (8%

C.)



And it Is right that evpriest
ardently preach thlaristian fait e
and wholly eradicate eflenfhe i aalaaras
practiceind forbid the worship of

wells and the raising of the dead,

| Om | e a ™
this place a T
terrible review

and divination and sorcery, and the on TripAdvisor!

worship of trees and stones, and that
devil’s trick which is performed
when children are drawn through
the earth, and the deception
performed on New Year’s night in
various magical practices, and in
heathen refuges, and in elder trees,
and in the many diverse
superstitions in which people do
much that they should not.




THOSE WOMEN WHO
ARE ACCUSTOMED TO
RECEIVE ENCHANTERS
AND MAGICIANS AND
WITCHES — DO NOT
PERMIT THEM TO LIVE.

- ALFRED THE
GREAT

f J' ’(\ .,, S O ‘ i : ! .‘
DAVID HEMAINGS
}lﬁ'ﬂ' ﬂ!g @mlf MICHAEL YORK

PRUNELLA RANSOME
COLIN BLAKELY

PANAVEION" METROCOLOR

(ExobDus 22:18)




de my ke
face in this
book, no one
will notice

CONCERNING WITCHCRAFT

And we have pronounced concernir
witchcraft and sorceries and secret
attempts on life that,if anyone Is

killed by such and he (the accused)
cannot deny it, he is to forfeit his life

- Il AEthelstan (ca. 930)
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GRINDA RUNESTONE
(11 c.)

Grjotgaror(and)Einrioi, the sons
made (the stone) in memory of (the
able fatherGudvérwas in the west;
divided (up) payment in England;
manfully attacked townships in
Saxony.






For pain in the bowels and in the fatty
part of the abdomen: when you see a
dung-beetle on the ground throwing up
earth, seize him and the heap [he has
made] with both hands, wave him
vigorously with your hands and say
three timesin "Remediumfacio ad
ventris dolorem" Then throw away the
beetle over your back; take care not to
look after it. When a man's bowels or
belly fat pain him, grasp his abdomen
with your hands. He will soon be well.
You will be able to do this for twelve
months after [seizing] the beetle.




AGAINST A WITCH'S
SPELL After fasting for
a night, eat the root of a
radish. On that day the
spell will not have power
to harm you.



that he

wil , S Let the woman who cannot bring forth
becomee her child take, in her palm, the milk

° of a cow of one color and sop it up

with her mouth, and then go to
running water and spit the milk
therein; and with the same hand let
her scoop up a mouthful of the water
and swallow it. Let her then say these
words : "Always have I carried with
me this great strong hero. Through
this famous food, a hero. Then I wish
to have it and go home." When she
goes to the brook, then let her not
look around, nor yet when she goes
thence ; and let her thereafter go
into a house other than the one from
- e o which she set out, and there let her
L oft Sampon nev & famewe lLooune & riet: EOnn fen take food.
100

medievalist




Dud e,
been spending
way too much
time on reddit!
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FOR THE STUBBORNEST
FEVERS Take the same
herb, [marshwort], and
dry it; then smoke the
patient with it. It will
drive away not only the
fever but also demoniacal
possession.



AGAINST SNAKE -BITE

Some advise us to pronounce one
word, that is, "Faul;" [then] it

will not be able to damage him.
For a bite made by a snake, If

the sufferer procure and eat the
rind which comes from Paradise,
no poison will injure him.




~FOR SEXUAL CONSTRICTION

f a man Is sexually restrained by
nerbs, give him the caper -plant to
eat and let him drink holy water.
Should a man be restrained: if he
have Scottish wax [and] the

slender betony on his person n or
let him drink [them] in boiled ale n
he cannot be restrained by herbs.
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*FOR LUNACY Ifa
man is demented,
take the skin of a
porpoise, make it
into a whip, flog the
man with it: he will
soon be well. Amen.



Here it is made known in this

text that Bishop Athelwold  and
Waulfstan  UcC€a have exchanged
properties with the knowledge

of King Edgar and his

councilors. The bishop gave

Waulfstan the property at

Washington and Wulfstangave
him the properties at Yaxley

and at Ailsworth. Then the

Bishop gave the property at

Yaxley to Thorney and that at

Ailsworth to Peterborough. The

land at Ailsworth had

previously been confiscated

from a widow and her son

because they drove an iron nalil

into Afsige , Wul f stanads
father, and it was discovered,

and that image was taken from

her room. Then the woman was

taken out and they drowned her
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‘Ohhh - you cursed heat!
Look what you've done!
I'm melting! Melting!

Oh - what a world — what a
world! Who would have
thought that the humidity
could destroy my beautiful
wickedness!? Ohhh! Look
out! Look out! I'm going
Ohhhh! Chhhhhh...".
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There resided at Berkeley a

woman adeteted to witchcraft, as

It afterwards appeared, and

skilled in ancient augury: she was
excessively gluttonous, perfectly
lascivious, setting no bounds to

her debaucheries, as she was not
old, though fast declining in life.

On a certain day, a jackdaw
chattered a little more loudly

than usual. On hearing which the
womanos kni fe fel
her countenance grew pale, and
deeply groaning,
she, omy plough h
last furrow; to -day | shall hear

of, and suffer, some dreadful
calamity. o




Now, since | have approached the end of
my |1 fe, | entreat you
breasts, to endeavor 1o alleviate my
torments; and, though you cannot revoke
the sentence already passed upon my soul,
you may, perhaps, rescue my body: sew up
my corpse in the skin of a stag; lay it on its
back in a stone coffin; fasten down the lid
with lead and iron; on this lay a stone,
bound round with three iron chains of
enormous weight; let there be psalms sung
for fifty nights, and masses said for an
equal number of days, to allay the
ferocious attacks of my adversaries. If |
lie thus secure for three nights, on the
fourth day bury your mother in the ground,;
although | fear, lest the earth, which has
been so often burdened with my crimes,
Sshould refuse to recei
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They did their utmost to
comply with her injunctions: but
alas! vain were pious tears, vows,
or entreaties. For on the first
two nights, while the choir of
priests was singing, the deuvils,
one by one, with the utmost
ease bursting open the door of
the church, broke asunder the
two outer chains; the middle one
being more laboriously wrought,
remained entire.




On the third night=about cock crow,
the whole monastery seemed to be
overthrown from its very foundation,
by the clamor of the approaching
enemy. One devil, more terrible in

appearance than the rest, and of

loftier stature, broke the gates to
shivers by the violence of his attack.
The priests grew motionless with fear,
their hair stood on end, and they
became speechless. He proceeded with
haughty step towards the coffin, and
calling on the woman by name,
commanded her to rise.



She replying that she could not on

account of t he chain

| oosed, 6 sai d he,

the chain, which had mocked the
ferocity of the others, with as little
exertion as though it had been made of
flax. He also beat down the cover of
the coffin with his foot, and taking her
by the hand, before them all, he
dragged her out of the church.

a n



At the doors appeared a black
horse, proudly neighing, with iron
hooks projecting over his whole
back; on ‘
creature was placed, and,
Immediately, with the whole
party, vanished from the eyes of
the beholders; her pitiable cries,
however, for assistance, were
heard for nearly the space of
four miles.




Execution of Mary Smith, 1616

Forthewrongs done to them, she craved mercy
other her sins, and in particular for that of Witchcraft, she renounced the

Devil, embraced the mercies of God purchased by the obedience of lesus

Christ, and professed that her hope was only by his suffering and passion to

be saved. And all this, she Iin particular manner confessed openly at the

place of execution, in the audience of multitudes of people gathered

together (as Is usual at such times) to be beholders of her death. And being

asked, if she would be contented to have a Psalm sung, answered willingly

that she desired the same, and appointed it herself, The Lamentation of a
Sinner, whose beglnning Is, oOLord turn no
ending thereof thus finished her life: So that in the j udgment of charity we

are to conceive the best, and think she resteth in peace, notwithstanding

her heinous transgressions formerly committed: for there is no malady

Incurable to the Almighty.



Execution of Mary Smith, 1616

And of these In the day of execution (which she in no wise would
condescend unto should be deferred, though offered reprieve
upon hope that more might have been acknowledged) being very
distemperate . Nevertheless some accompanied her to the place,
and were both eye and ear -withesses of her behavior there,
seeing and hearing how she did then particularly confess her
confederacy with the Deuvil, cursing, banning, and envy towards
her neighbors, and hurts done to then, expressing every one by
name, so many as be in the following discourse, hominated, and
how she craved mercy of God, and pardon for her offences.




Me a
misogynist?
Why ever
would you
think such
a thing?

T
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All witchcraft comes from carnal lust,
which is in women insatiable
Wherefore for the sake of fulfilling

their lusts they consort even with
devils. More such reasons could be
brought forward, but to the
understanding it is sufficiently clear
that it is no matter for wonder that
there are more women than men found
Infected with the heresy of witchcratft.
And in consequence of this, it is better
called the heresy of witches than of
wizards, since the name is taken from
the more powerful party. And blessed
be the Highest Who has so far
preserved the male sex from so great
a crime.




o
Others again have given other reasons why there are more

superstitious women than men. And the first is, that they are more
credulous ; and since the chief aim of the devil is to corrupt

faith, therefore he attacks them. The second reason is that women
are naturally more impressionable , and more ready to receive the

Influence of a disembodied spirit. The third reason is that they
have slippery tongues and are unable to conceal from their fellow -
women those things which they know through t|I
they are  feebler both in mind and body , It IS not surprising that

they should come more under the spell of witchcratft. For as

regards intellect, of the understanding of spiritual things, they

seem to be of a different nature than men... But the natural reason

IS that she is more carnal than a man , as Is clear from her many

carnal abominations. And it should be noted that there was a
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And what, then, is to be thought of those
witches who in this™¥ay sometimes collect male
organs in great numbers, as many as twenty or
thirty members together, and put them in a
bird's nest, or shut them up in a box, where
they move themselves like living members, and
eat oats and corn , as has been seen by many and
IS a matter of common report? It is to be said
that it is all done by devil's work and illusion,

for the senses of those who see them are
deluded in the way we have said. For a certain
man tells that, when he had lost his member, he
approached a known witch to ask her to restore
it to him. She told the afflicted man to climb a
certain tree, and that he might take which he
liked out of the nest in which there were

several members. And when he tried to take a
big one, the witch said: You must not take that
one; adding, because it belongs to a parish
priest.




The method of beginning an examination by
torture is as follows: First, the jailers prepare
the implements of torture, then they strip the
prisoner (if it be a woman, she has already been
stripped by other women, upright and of good
report). This stripping is lest some means of
witchcraft may have been sewed into the
clothing--such as often, taught by the Devil,
they prepare from the bodies of unbaptized
infants, [murdered] that they may forfeit
salvation. And when the implements of torture
have been prepared, the judge, both in person
and through other good men zealous in the faith,
tries to persuade the prisoner to confess the
truth freely:; but, if he will not confess, he bids
attendants make the prisoner fast to the
strappado or some other implement of torture.
The attendants obey forthwith, yet with feigned
agitation. Then, at the prayer of some of those
present, the prisoner is loosed again and is taken
aside and once more persuaded to confess, being
led to believe that he will in that case not be put
to death
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