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Robert the Younger died and was buried in a churchyard, but he had the habit of leavi
his grave by night and disturbing and frightening the villagers. Then some young men
the village talked together and determined to catch him if they possibButouien
they saw the ghost they all fled with the exception of two. Of these one, called Robert
Foxton, seized him at the entrance to the cemetery and placed hikirkstillea/hile

t he other cried manfully, o Keep himf
Go quickly to the parish priest that t
hold firmly what | have got wuntil the

And when he had been conjured, he spoke in the inside of his bowels, and not with hi
tongue, but as it were in an empty cask, and he confessed his different offences. And
when these were made known, the priest absolved him, but charged those who had s
him not to reveal his confession in any way; and henceforth as God willed, he rested I
peace. It Is said, moreover, that before his absolution he would stand at the doors’ of
houses and at windows and walls as it were listening. Some people say that he had be
assisting and consenting to the murder of a certain man, and that he had dong'other
things of which | must not speak in detall at present.
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When the judge discovered this, he presently decided on a contes
of them was more powerful: the martyr in freeing people or the juc




Desplsed iIn heaven and earth, he -

came to a bad end, possessed by a W AR\
demon in life, and then similarly 5% Vg, =% = \
possessed as a corpse in death. N\ gAY
OUugi Pl OE EUe@ | 23
embrace, his body was sewn in a ' \ &/
EEOI &4 a4ONg EﬂEH | /\
is his monument. :_ i] ) 4 J
e ) £} o\ ;‘ "’ ' .
:»‘l ' e




sew up my corpse Iin the
skin of a calf; lay it on
Its back In a stone
coffin; fasten down the
lid with lead and iron;

on this lay a stone,
bound round with three
iIron chains of enormous
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That very same day on which they were interred they appeared at evening, while the

sun was still up, at Drakelow, carrying on their shoulders the wooden coffins in which

they had been buried. The whole following night they walked through thepaths and

fields of the village, now in the shape of men carrying wooden coffins on their

shoulders,now in the likeness of bears or dogs or other animals. They spoke to the

other peasants, bangingon the wal | s of their houses and s h
mo Vv e ! Get gol ng! Come! 6 When these astoni shir
and every night for some time, such a disease afflicted the village that all the

peasants fell into desperate straits and within a few days all except three (whom we

shall discuss later) perished by sudden death in a remarkable way.

Men were living in terror of the phantom dead men who carried their wooden coffins

on their shoulders every evening and night e ¢
bishop to go to their graves and dig them up. They found them intact, but the linen

cloths over their faces were stained with Dbl c
placed them in the graves between their legs, tore out the hearts from their corpses,

and covered the bodies again with earth. They brought the hearts to a place called

Dodefreseford and there burnt them from morning until evening.
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* Emphasis on the
physicality of the restless
dead

» Tension between the
corpse as an extension of
the living or demonic
possession

 The corpse poses a danger
to the community

* Restless dead associated
with social ills/disruption
of social hierarchy

* The corpse must be
constrained
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