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The old chief knew that the great transfor
mation which was bound to overthrow the
customs of Indian life, would come befor:
his boy would arrive at mature years, and he
resolved that Iron Eye should take the head
chieftainship and pilot the tribe through that
dangerous period.

Big Elk took every precaution to Impress
upon the tribe that Iron Eye should inherit
from him the full authority which he himself
enjoyed, and was very careful to observe all
the forms and ceremonies which the customs
of the tribe required in such cases. IHe there
fore sent by the officer, whose duty it was to
carry it, the tobacco bag to Iron Eye, who
reccived it with all the formalities prescribed
on such occasions.

Then Big Elk ¢ pipe danced” Iron Eye’s
wife (this occurred two years after her mar
riage). DBy this ceremony, Big Elk adopted
Iron Eye as his son, and announced by the

- - public crier that he had done
4 \ so. Then in public, in the
R presence of Iron Eye, Big Elk

further declared, so that there
could be no possibility of mis-
understanding, that Iron Eye
was his ““oldest’’ son and that
he wished Iron Eve to inherit
the chieftainship from him.
After that he caused Iron
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Fannie Reed Giffen, Susette La Flesche Tibbl
Oo-Mah-Ha TaWa-Tha(Omaha City)
Souvenir book, 1898
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0-DA-NAH-ZE, OR YELLOW
SMOKE.

Yellow Smoke, the last signer
the treaty, lived to a good old a
He was one of the first Indians who ma
a profession of the Christian religion,
for vears was an elder in the Presbyter
church, established by IFather Hamilton.
Yellow Smoke was what would be cal
among the white people, ““a pillar of
church.”” He never failed to be present
any public service, and every prayer meecti
when it was at all possible for him to do
When he was in Washington, som
made him a present of a silk hat.
Yellow Smoke preserved this to the
day of his death, and always, when
attending church, when the weather
was fair, would wear that hat. He
had another silk hat that he wore
on other occasions, but this one
he always kept for church.
To see Yellow Smoke walk into
church with his silk hat and blanket
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Photographs of Carey La Flesche
(Omaha), ca. 18981905
National Anthropological Archives,
Smithsonian Institution
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National Anthropological Archives,
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Photographic print, 1890
Denver Public Library
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Lakota Performers in Venice
Photographic print, c. 1890

Denver Public Library



