Mr. Jetterson
&
The Giant Moose
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| ] thmk this IS the most extraoré:narg co”ection of talent cnc

!

(human !mowlecl c. that has ever been gatheréd together at
i the Whit@ House with the Poss:ble exception of when

s
#
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| [ homas Jegerson dined here alone.”
|

X

_ iJolm Kenﬂed S openmg comments ata 1962 dinner for
1 Nobel Friz_e winners.
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'f “Nature intended for me the tranquil pursuits of science bg

rcndering them bg supreme de]ight.

Thomas Jegerson to Ficrre Samucl Du Font de Nemours

& Your{;irst (letter} givcis me information in the line of
Natural historg, & the second ...Political NEews. The firstis

my Passion, the last my &uty, and therefore both
desirable.”

Thomas JC]C{:CFSOF! to Harry ]ﬂﬂCS
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T he Main (_haracters ,

Thomas
Bugon J efferson

Georges | ouis| e lerc "

——— T g TR ﬂoﬂw,‘p,fﬁ,%n.ﬂ.m:* - - ——— —— T P T T Y T T T T T T R P = ——a AT — - - - — e — e T —— T ———
. - NS 2T o : \ § . )



it i &

—at -~
T

e

Srlere

B L R

o

LATEEETL e et tan . SRtz B el o ol oo Julie

Lot i




e .

Buffon and | he Fublication of
Natural History
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HISTOIRE

NATURELLE,
GENLRALL L1 PABLIGL LIERE

»

AVLLD LA DEJILKI)

DU CADINET DU ROL

Toms Quimzeime,

R PoA RIS
RDE LTMPRIMERIF RGYALF.

N PUCHATYILL

(1749-1788)
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/il Natural History is [ugely Popular

Forieg A Tt

HISTOIRE
NATURELLE,

GENLRALL LT PARIICGL LIBRE,
AVLL L A& DEILCHRINVISON

DU CADINET DU ROL

A A PARIS,
PR DE LTMPRIMERIF RGYALT.
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Natural History and | he Thc—:ory of New \World
[)egenemx%j

ety - T A W Ay AT AL T Ve v

NATURELLE,

GESNLRALL L VK |

DU (wl\umr‘m (1) Animals found in both the New World and the Old

Lotes Quien ]

T \/\/or]d were smaller and feebler - degenerate _in the New

1 ODISTOIRE -
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Hr <Z> A”ima]s found only in the New Worlcj were Aegeneratc tﬁ o
P SR Comparcﬁ to those found only in the Old World. |
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: ; (5>Féwer s]:)ecies in the New \/\/orlé.

;' (4) Domestication in the New \World caused &égéﬂératior%{ ~
£




/i Natural History and T he T heory of
- DR New \World Degencracg

GESLRALL L K1

{ H'TST®& IR E .
|
?

NATURELLE,

R e \/\/lﬂ ere did B utHon
B get his data?
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/i Natural History and T he ] heory of
R New \World chcneracg

. { HTSTeGIR E Whg Was the lhce N thc New
NATURELLE,
PARLICL LIERE, WOFICJ degéﬂératé?

GENLRALL L1 ?2ARI

DU CADVINET DU ROL

The New Worl& was:
4+ cold
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HISTOIRE

NATURELLE,
LRALL LT PARIIGL LIERE,

“|n these melancholg regions,Nature
remains concealed under her old

garments, and never exhibits herself in
fresh attire;

being neither cherished nor cultivated
bg man, she never opens her fruitful

and beneficent womb... ”

| he T heory of New World Degeneracy ’
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as Applied to Native Americans

HISTOIRE
N \Tl RELLE,

(Jl\]' ALL L1 PARIICL .i'}.,;‘
AVLL LA DEICHRINVIZON

DU CADVINET DU ROL
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M PUUCHXYII

LB s i il i

@ he Theor O]C NCW \/\/orld cheneracy.
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The Theor o1C Ncw World Degcncracy
as Applie& to Native Americans

@ "He has no (body) hair, no beard, no ardour
for the female....He has no vivacity, no
acftivity of mind... He remains in stupid
repose, on his limbs or couch, for whole

e lehvi e

"They have been refused the most precious
spark of Nature's fire: They have no ardour
for women, and, of course, no love to
panking =

“Their heart is frozen, their society cold, and
ihelFempire cruel.s

- v s " In the savage, the organs of generation
dresmalland feeble...
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{ 1 768: Abbe’ (_ornelius de["auw
( _ontinues the Assault

( RECHERCHES

PHILOSOPHIQUES
SU R

LES AMERICAINS.
O U

Mémoires intéreffants pour fervir &

P Hiftoire de PEfpece Humaine..
Par M. v PHG

Avec- une Dz]ertath‘m fur U Amérique & les
Américains , par Dom PERNET Y,

e e B SR s ey WY

Sindia difpofta fidelis
Lucrece,

u#ﬁﬁmm“@
TOME PREMIER..
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PHILOSOPHIQUES
s U R

LES AMERICAI’\IS 3
oU

! » . ’ .r é
Mémoires intéreflants pour [ervi

I Hiftoire de I'Efpece Humaine..
Par M. e PHG

Avec une Di[ertation fur U Amcrique & les
Américains , par Dox PERNET Y.

LW m%

Sindia difpofla fidelia
Lucrece,

u#ﬁwmm@
TOME PREMIER..

Abbe’ de Pauw (_ontinues the Assault
RECHERCHES

“The i __uropeans who pass into

America &egenerate as do the animals...

“The (_reoles, descended from

uropeans ancj }Z)O!"ﬂ n America have

Bie e Pro&ucc& = smgle book..”

“This 3egradation of humanitg must be
imPute& to... noxious vapors From
standmg waters ancJ uncultivated

grounds.




11770: The Abbe’
Raynal
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|
A
( PHILOSOPHICAL AND POLITICAL . -?-“"'2
: n -L._-__F-P -
, HISTORY
1 - o B e should not be surpriseé that
SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE _ __ :
| - America has yet to Pro&uce
| EUROPEANS

JN THE

EA'.:T.T AND WEST INDIES. ‘ =3 good Poet)

{1 [ ls"ll!n’ AUGMENTED; AND PUIL'I-IHEFJ
2 ' 1IN TEN VOLUMES,

'BY THE ABBE RAYNAL. a clever mathematicia M,

e i

3 NEWLY TRANSLATED FROM THE PRENCH,
BY J. O. JUSTAMOND, F.R.8.

WITE A

o e e e S = genius In even one art or science.”

IN SIX VOLUMES.

VOL. L.
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T he Response I rom
| he Revo]utionarg uPstar‘cs
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The Res onse From
The Revolutionary UPstar‘cs

==

T ranklin

Madison Hamilton
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The Rcs onse From -
Tlﬁe Revolu’monarg uPstarts .

Madison
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- Tl’]é Rcs onse From
Tlﬂe Rcvolu’monarg UPstar‘cs

e T

T HE
FEDERALIST:
A COLLECTION OF

E: SUSaA-~Y i8S,

it ey i 2

WRITTEN IN FAVOUR OF THx

NEW CONSTITUTION,

AS ACREED.-UFON BY THE

FEDERAL CONVENTION,

SEFTEMBER 17, 1987,
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T he Response I rom
T he Rcvolutionarg UPstar‘cs

{ Fe&eralist fezks

RSN PR

s & Sl S

< g s

“Men admired as !:)rcncouné Phi]osophers have, in direct terms,

attributed to {Tluropean} inhabitants a Phgsical superioritg...

and have gravelg asserted that all animals) and with them the human

SPecies, Aegenerate in America...

that even Aogs cease to bark after having breathed awhile in our

atmosphere.”

e e AR e e e,
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Hamilton’s rcplg 13

The Res Qrise I rom
The Rcvolutionarg UPstar‘cs

Mederalist 11:

“arrogant Pretensions...

|t belongs to us to vindicate the honor of the human race,

' and to teach that assuming brother, moderation.”

Vo e Ry B Sy,



' -» Thc Res onse From
T}we Revolu‘monary UPstar‘cs

"In fact there was not one
American present

who could not have
tossed out of the windows
any one or perhaps two
of the rest of the
company.”




| Jetterson | akes the [elm in the Pattle
Against PuHon & Degeneracg

e Why did Jetferson care so
deeplg about this Putfor’s thcorg
of dcgcncracg’?

2 What actions did he take on this

Fro nte
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Whg did Jetferson care so
dceply about this issue?

JeHerson the Naturalist

“Ther@ s not a sprig of grass

that shoots unintcresting to

V&)

mc.

Jetterson to his Aaughter, Martha
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\/\/hg did Jetterson care so
deeplg about this issue?

JetHerson the ]impiricist

“]t does not appear that Messrs. de Bumcxcon and
D’Aubenton have measurédJ weigheé, or seen those

of America.”

“\/\/}wo were these travelers?”

“\Nas natural historg the object of their travels?”

“Iid t%eg measure or wsig% the animals theg speak of?
“Or did they notjudge of them ]:)5 sight, or Pcrhaps

even from repor‘c on]g?”

PREITE—— O E S o n—
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\/\/hg did Jetterson care so
deeplg about this issue?

Jetrerson the | iterary ( ritic !
J _

“there has been more
e]oquence than sound
reasoning Aisplaged I support
of this theorg.”
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\/\/}13 did Jetterson care so
deeplg about this issue?

Neterson the [ conomist
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cherson Takcs the Helm

Z.\/\/hat actions did he
take on this front?
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OF

MesbeReGe 1 N1 _A,

WRITTEN BY

THOMAS JEFFERSON.

COODO0DLOO OO DO OP0Q

PHILADELPHIA:

PRINTED AXD 30LD BY PFRICHARD AND MALL, IN MARKRY

STRERT, BETWIRLN FRONT AND 3ECOND STARRTS,

M. OCCLXXXVIIL.

Jetterson Replies:

Notes on the State of Virginia

A — S

S

OBSERVATIQNS

SUR

LA VIRGINIE,
PAR M. Jxs¥

TRADUITES negE LPANGLOILS.

A PARIS,

Chez BAnrors, I'ainé, Libraire, rue da
Hurepoix, prés le pone Saine-Michel.

2786
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A COMPARATIVE VIEW OF THE QUADRUPEDE OF EUROPE AND
oF AMERICA.

I. ARORIGINALS OF BOTH.




¥,

II. ABORIGIRALS OF ONE ONLY.

1b.

’Wﬂdhﬂ:ﬂﬂ

—Wild sheep,

uguetin—Wild gu.t

* Liuru-—-Ene,
Lapin—Rabbit,
Putois—Polecat,
(ienette,
Desman—Muskrat.

Ecurenil—Squirrel,
Hermine—Ermin,
Rat—Rat,

Loirs,
Lerot—Dormouse,
Taupe—Mole,
Hamster,

Zisel.

Snurin—.Hm,

7.6
3.4
8.3
3.1

08,
12.
8.2

3.1
1 - B

Ry

iﬂ

AMERICA.
J
Ca
Tnmﬁmr,

Tamandua,
uf N. :&mar

Caufnrol'.

J aguaret,
Alco.
Lama.
gl-m. :

aca,
=1 th-—-U

0 nau,
Saricovienne.
Kineajou.
Tatou Kabassou,
Urnnn—l']'mhm
Raccoon—Raton,
Gmti&
Coen o,
Sloth—Ai
Sapajou Ouarini.
Sapajou Coaita,
Tatou Encubert.
Tatou Lpl.r
Tatou Cachica,
Little Coendon,

Sapajou Sai,
Taton .
Taton Tatouate,
Mouffette Bquash.
ﬁoﬁaﬂe {;ouhu.
ouffette nepate—
Seunk.
Mouffette—Zorills.
Whabus—Hare, Rabbit.
Aperea.

ouchi.
Ondatra—Muskrat.
Pl]nrn

F mel“}'?'
aoxsq irginia.
Mink,




Jetterson Replies: Notes on the State of Virginia
Degeneracy and the Native Americans

Chief Logan |
of the Mingo Tribe:




chcrson and the
Fower of the thsical
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Jetterson and the Power of the thsical

\/\/hat is the height of the moose?

Are theg a switt animal?

Have théy ever been tamed?

Eve. iu C179%, Mav, 12

87
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JeHerson and | he Moose:
(seneral John Sullivan

Sullivan to Jefferson: “...there is a moose’s
horn in one of the Figwackett towns so ]arge
that it is used for a cradle to rock the children

15
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Jegerson and | he Moose:
The Fowsr of Fersistc:nce

Jetterson to Sullivan: T he readiness with

which you undertook to endeavor to get for
me the skin) the skeleton and the horns of the

MOoOSscE...

|

emboldens me to renew my amolication to you
forthose objc—:ctsJ which wou i
acquisition here, more precious than you can

1magine.”
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JeHerson Hails to |
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‘ J@C]Ccrson Me@-’cs‘thé Count

Jegerson to Bugon: « . the {]iuropcan} rein deer
could walk under the bc”g of our moose.”
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~Artfrom Peggy Thdrﬁé?sﬁ “letferson é‘rows a Nét}on” '



‘ J@C]Ccrson Me@-’cs‘thé Count

]chmqf:rson could show him such a speamen Bugon
‘ .would give up the quc—:stion

T e iy T T e e e W Py T,
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“Artfrom Peggy Thomas's “Jefferson é‘rows a Nét}on” '



TTE. Moose
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'; Pleasure.”

- At e VG .

Su”ivan wrote:

o«

:“verg engine was set at work to preserve the bones and cleanse them from the |
remaining flesh.

And to preserve the skins with hair on, with the hoofs on and bones of legs and
thighs in skin without putrefaction.

the skin {O]C the head eing whole and well dresst {sic} it may be drawn on at
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 isaster on the Dock
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Disas’ter'oh'the Dock

September Ao 8

Jetferson wrote a friend that (General Sullivan had put:

« himself to an infinitude of trouble more than l meant,

he did it cheerpuﬂg,

and ] feel mysehc rea”y under ob]igations to him.

That the tragedg might not want a proper catastrophe, the box, bones and all are lost;

so that this chapter of natural historg will still remain a blank.

PBut | have written to him not to send me another.”




BT e i N

The Moose Arrives in Faris, but...

Jegcrson asked Bugon that the moose be “P]acco‘ on his
legs in the kmg s cabinet.”

| Jegerson S Diar the skin and skeleton “...convinced Mr.

Bugon He Promised in his next volume to set these thmgs

, right X
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The Death of the
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Count
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HISTOIRE
NATURELLEf

GENLRALL L1 PARILICL LIERE

AVLLD LA DEICRINIFPN

DU CADINET DU ROL
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The Battle Over Degeneracy
Does Not Die With Buffon
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WRITTEN BY

THOMAS JEFFERSON.

COODOLLOOOOPDODIBOY

PHILADELPHIA:

PRINTED AXD 30LD BY FRICHMARD AND MALL, IN MARKEY

- STRERT, BEATWIRLN FRONT AND SECOND STARRTS,

M. OCC.LXXXVIIL.
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5 Degencracg
Long-lasting and 1i:'zz:r»-Rc:ac:hing Consequences
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_ Degeneracy
i Long;-lasting and 1Far»-Rezsac:hirsg Consequences

Sebblietc o

F,ré)erg Eféegég%{gn’l%jén’ and bird, and

{ | beast, i
j Just by the distance squares iNn size ;

| decreased...

i Huge mammoth dwindle to a mouse’s |

| size |

.% Columbian turkeys turn European flies

i Exotic birds and foreign beasts grow

| small :
And man, the lordliest, shrink to least Qf

Joel Barlow 3l |

.
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There..., through inverted optics show
T Aliature tessening to the sage De
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53 the | 850s, the theorg of Aegeneracy was all but dead...
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Mr. Jefferson

3 AND THE
; GIANT MOOSE

NATURAL HISTORY IN EARLY AMERICA

Lee eAlan Dugatkin
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